
Scuba Schools International (SSI): 10 Million temparatur data from divers
Frank Schweikert , German Ocean Foundation, EU Ocean Mission Board

Citizen Science for our Ocean:



#EUdata4OceanDecade

Research and Broadcast Vessel ALDEBARAN
Since 1992
100,000 n. miles – 500 projects – 250 expeditions – 1 mission



#EUdata4OceanDecade

We are in a historically
unique position to make Europe
the global leader for the ocean,
with massive benefits.
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Prioritize the Ocean now!

Geopolitical Security and Power

Europe governs almost 1/5th of global 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).



#EUdata4OceanDecade

Geopolitical Security 
and Power



#EUdata4OceanDecade

Europes Action Now



#EUdata4OceanDecade

We need a holistic understanding of nature 
to address our security issues.

from mitochondria

   – to cells

       – to organisms

            –  to communities



#EUdata4OceanDecade© Frank Schweikert



#EUdata4OceanDecade

The ocean will force us to collaborate. 
The ocean is a laboratory for humankind.

Elisabeth Mann Borgese – 
The First Lady of the Oceans

The ocean as the common heritage of humankind.

• created UNCLOS (United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea), 

• the International Seabed Authority, and the 
International Ocean Institute (IOI).

• viewed the oceans as a platform for peaceful 
cooperation between nations. © Heike Ollertz
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#EUdata4OceanDecade

The German Ocean Foundation

Mission: create synergies between society, 
business, science, and politics, 
for a strong, common voice for our ocean 
and real action.
For our ocean as a common heritage of
humankind, based on scientific knowledge. © Frank Schweikert
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UN Ocean Decade Actions
3 Contributions (until 2030)

ALDEBARAN Media and Research Vessel Ocean Science Exhibition Miniatur Wunderland

© Frank Schweikert
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UN Ocean Decade Actions
2 Projects (until 2030)

Citizen Science

Ocean Knowledge Base

„love your ocean" Ocean Lovers Education Initiative Research at Sea

Ocean Conference Series German Ocean Festival Ocean Heroes YOUMARES Conference

© Frank Schweikert

7 Activities (Yearly renewed)



#EUdata4OceanDecade

Love your ocean
sustainability initiative 
of boot Düsseldorf

▪ Partners from business, science and 
society 

▪ Innovations, pioneering projects and 
products.

▪ Workshops, hands-on activities and 
stage program.

▪ Mecca for sustainability in water sports.

▪ More than 200.000 visitors. © Frank Schweikert

Geopolitical Security and Power

Since 2015

© Frank Schweikert
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Nation-wide competition
„Research at Sea“

▪ Young researchers experience their own 
ideas accompanied by an experienced 
scientist. 

▪ 100 expeditions in
North and Baltic Seas  .

▪ Six teams have already been recognized 
as winners of “Jugend forscht” national 
contest. © Frank Schweikert

Since 2005

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert



#EUdata4OceanDecade

Ocean science exhibition
on Cap San Diego

▪ 13 exhibits (microplastic collectors, 
underwater satellite..)

▪ Centerpiece of 17 additional locations 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco, 
(Miniatur Wunderland, Hagenbecks 
Tierpark, Aquazoo Düsseldorf, 7 SeaLife
Center..)

▪ Driven by solar energy!
© Frank Schweikert

2022-2030

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert



We are in a historically unique position
to make Europe the global leader for
the ocean, with massive benefits.
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Citizen science for
our ocean

▪ Largest citizen science
initiative in the world.

▪ 10 million data points donated by 
divers

▪ improves the prediction of climate 
change and extreme weather events.

▪ Emotional and content-related link 
between water sports and science.

© Frank Schweikert

Since 2025

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert
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19EMODnet OPEN CONFERENCE 2023
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EMODnet: Citizen Science 
and low-cost sensors 

CALL TO ACTION: 
EU requires 20% of the marine data to come from 
citizen science by 2025

https://research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/knowledge-publications-tools-
and-data/publications/all-publications/mission-starfish-
2030-restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en © Frank Schweikert

Scuba Divers and more

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert
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German Market Analysis: Watersports Industry Apps

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert

© Frank Schweikert

© Frank Schweikert

DSV Up2Boat DMYV ADAC
Navionics
Garmin

Windy
Wind-
finder

Port Guide 
- DK

Deutscher 
Wetter-
dienst

Boatpark Boat24
Boot 
Düsseldorf

Messe 
Friedrichs-
hafen

Navigation/ 
Plotter x
Electronic 
Logbook x x x
Trip Planning x x x x x
Boat Charter x x
Weather Data x x x x
Berth Bookings x x x
Boat Sensors

Tips & Tricks 
for Boating x x x
Association
News x x
Networking 
with Harbor 
Admin

x x

Used
Market/Fair 
Info

x x x
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Takeaways
▪ Europe’s chance to become the 

global leader for the ocean.
▪ We are intrinsically connected to 

the ocean through cycles and 
dependencies.

▪ Urgent need to raise awareness, 
and “ocean”-act now and 
engage water sports enthusiasts 
with citizen science.

© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert© Frank Schweikert
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Journalist, Biologist, and Ocean Activist

▪ Founder and Director of German Ocean Foundation
▪ Member of EU Mission Board for Oceans and Waters
▪ Deputy Director of German Society for Marine Research
▪ Director of German Marine Litter Association
▪ Founder of Hamburg Climate Week
▪ Member of the German branch of the Club of Rome
▪ Member of Committee for Energy and Environment

/ Hamburg Chamber of Commerce
▪ Honorary member of Rotary Club Passport ECO Planet D1900

Frank Schweikert

+49 163 3422991
Grimm 12, 20457 Hamburg
frank.schweikert@meeresstiftung.de

© Frank Schweikert
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THANK YOU
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